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U.S.  House  backs  pastor 


Representottves  call  unanimously 
for  Iron  1o  release  Nadarkhani 


WASHINCTON  (BP  ml 
kxri  Bt|wt«i) — llic  US.  Hoow 
of  lUpwMntitim  hf  ftmtd  • 
MMMlan  cdBng  far  me  famne- 
dialc  friotot  of  Yoaocf 
Nadaikhani  the  Inniai  peolor 
who  aould  be  cMculed  mr  day 
tat  ho  MiMUa-doMtawtod 
hnmeUnd  for  lefuetaia  to 
wnounoe  hh  QuMtan  famt. 

The  rantaition  pmed  by  «n 
otBctad  vole  of  417-1,  aUioitgh 
the  one  lepmenMivc  %«ho  volKl 
'na'  Loll  Cem  of  Caiifanifo, 
MU  riw  did  uby  mieudie  ml 
tuneclBd  her  vole  mtawHc  lalK 
She  Mid  tai  •  Boor  apeedi  d« 
TUUUUig  riwHMMB* 

TleileiihMB  i^iweWiUnMwe 
■ho  hu  been  ipcBU  \badiC  WM 
Mnlmed  to  death  tai  2010  far 
converting  from  Uam  to 
OtriiBanlfa  tat  a  GMe  that  bcgu 
tat  2009.  Ha  |%hl  hM  jdned 
ktfanialianal  atlention.  Several 
aowoM  doM  to  Nadaddani  aqr 

die  daalh  order  already  may 
have  baan  ieaued. 

The  raaohitfan  'condamna 
the  GovananeU  of  Inat  for  te 
rteir  ernoanred  peneottion  of 
icUgtoua  oitnortaiM  tai  the 
Uamic  ReptfaUc  of  Iren  and  Ha 
continued  violation  of  the 
UidvatMl  Dacfaeafkm  of  Human 
Righie  and  the  Intematlonal 
OwenanI  on  C3vfl  and  PoUloal 
Rig^ila,  and  caUa  far  the 
Government  of  Iren  to  eaonerMe 


to  bafcig  aBomd  vteMi  font  fun- 
By  mendwea  end  Mi  attorney, 
{aeon  DeMai%  preatairnt  .of 
pMient  ThHh  Mtadattitti  a  enw 
Bwt  vrartai  with  Oirialiana  fa 
kaa  aafd  ofBdab  have  mealed- 


and  tamnedialeiy  leleaM  Youoef 
Nadarfchatd  and  all  other  taidi- 
viduala  hdd  or  charaed  on 
aaoounl  of  their  leBgiarL 

NadarlihanL  who  ieada  a  400- 
paraon  houM  enurdi  movement, 
AM  lefoaed  in  court  numeroua 
ttanM  to  recant  Ma  Ofiacian 
faith  and  piedtt  obedienae  to 
lalaav  according  to  the  Britiih- 
brned  Chria&i  SoUdaitty 
VMbrIdwide  (CSWX  wMdt  mont 
ton  idllaiien  freadom. 

The  Home  leaMullon  farther 
atofae  that  'numerom 
Covecrenem  of  Inn  cfBdala  have 
attempled  to  coerce  Voucef 
Nadaihhani  to  recant  Ma 
Chriatian  fttth  and  aooM  lalam 
in  ewhange  far  Ma  faaadcra* 
Advocatoa  famfiiaT  with 
NadatUiani'a  caae  aaid  condl- 
tiana  of  Ma  tarpiaorenent  have 
varied  Bom  aouatv  oordfacment 


ly  uaed  pmaeure  tacHci  to  farce 
NadarUtaadto  become  a  Mualtan, 
taichidtaig  thaeale  to  aeiae  Ma  diA- 
dMH  end  eriMttatg  Ha  wife  on 

*^DtII2tg*j55ir  2310,  ofHciaie 
found  wife,  Falaeaah 

PaatatdediK  guilty  of  the 
chargeeb  but  her  conviction  wm 
atricEen  on  appeal  and  ahe  wm 

_ a - J  -a - 

ICHSPBO  VI  CKwOOVt* 

The  Home  raaotutkai  alalm 
that  a  UnMed  Nationa  oAdal 
Kporled  Iran  aeaeBy  etaotted 
I«  paople  fa  2(ni  and  moM  Burn 
300  peopfa  fa  2010.  The  laat  par^ 
ant  lobe  eaecuMd  for 'epoataay* 
fa  ban  waa  Hoaaafa  Soodmand, 
who  WM  harmed  on  Dec  3, 1990. 

SpodmancTa  cam  hm  paeaBela 
with  Nadarldiani'a.  Soodmand 
afao  WM  a  paatac  and  he  abo 
bacanw  a  Chriatian  m  ataman. 
Soodmand  hmvevac  bdlevad  fa 
the  lalamk  religion  m  a  child. 
NadarUiani  aepim  diet  he  hm 
never  been  a  meHm. 

The  WMte  Houae  and  State 
Omrtment  abo  have  rrleaaed 
ofndal  etatemertb  urging  Iren 
to  free  Nadarkhani.  Potlowine 
are  cxocrpta  from  the  text  oi 
the  Houee  reaohjtion: 

‘Condemning  the 

Goverrunent  of  Iran  for  its 


RELIGIOUS  STATE  —  While  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  has  called  for  the  release  of  Iranian  pastor 
tibusef  Nadarkhani,  the  Iranian  government's  last  word  was  that 
unim  he  renounce  his  Christian  faith,  Narlarkhani  will  be  exe¬ 
cuted.  In  the  above  photo,  pHerims  sit  oppoaile  the  Sheikh 
Loifallah  MoKpre  in  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran.  (Shutterstock) 


continued  peraecutiott, 

imprisonment  wid  sentenc¬ 
ing  of  Youoef  Nadarkhani  on 
the  charge  of  apoatasy. 

'Wheraaa  articles  23 
thrtMigh  27  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Islamic 
Republic  of  Iran  provide  for 
frcMom  of  expreeaion, 
Msrmbly.  and  association,  m 
w«Q  M  me  freedom  to  prec- 
tioe  one's  religion; 

'WhereM  in  recent  yesrs, 
there  has  been  a  aignmeant 
Incicaae  in  the  number  of  inci¬ 
dents  of  Iranian  audunlties 
raiding  religious  services, 
detaiiung  worshippers  and 
religious  leaders,  arid  haram- 
ine  and  threatening  minority 
teiigiout  members; ... 

^ow,  therefore,  be  it 


•Reaoivr^  That  the  House 
of  RrtosMenMiimi 

YU  condemns  the 
Governmerd  of  ban  for  Ha  rtslr 
ipoiwored  parsecution  of  reU- 
toom  mlnorHlM  fa  the  btaniic 
Repubic  of  ban  and  caUs  for 
the  Government  of  bmi  to  exon¬ 
erate  arul  invnstSaleiy  rebaae 
Ybuotf  Nadarkhani  and  aD  other 
individuab  held  or  chergad  on 
acoorad  of  ihrir  telbfarL 

■(2)  TecognlSSrSat  free¬ 
dom  of  retigious  Belief  and 
practice  b  a  urdvetsal  human 
right  and  a  fundamental  free¬ 
dom  of  every  individual, 

*(3)  recognises  that  eov- 
emnrents  have  a  resporwtoili-  , 
ly  to  protect  the  futulamental 
rights  of  their  dUsenc  and  to 
pursue  justice  for  all.* 


.UiVigS 


Awash  in  alcohol 


I-  Oto  hM  a  long-standing  newspaper  in  Jadison.  'Alcohol  has  a  hold  i _ _  ^ 

i  problem.  Just  about  everyone  on  him...This  was  a  sad  case  all  around,  but  craft  beers  that 
as  had  contact  with  him  over  what  was  sad  is  that  a  woman  lost  her  life, 
tows  that  A  few  days  before  ^  the  way,  Bilte  Jefferson 
ig  in  2009,  retired  Jackson  Odies' sbdh-grade  teacher, 
e  Jefterson  died  when  Odies  Harry  Boandt  a  retired  Internal  Revenue 
t  a  red  Bght  and  collided  with  Service  agent  was  given 
ttereection  of  Northside  Drive  outgoing  Missis- 
venue  in  Jackson.  According  ip  sippi  Governor  r— 

B  at  the  time,  Odies  fled  the  Huey  Barbour  for  a  I 
oene  of  the  accident  ManA  2009  felony 


iong-smnding  newspapu  m  Jackson. 'AlcoM  hu  a  hold  amoi^  of  alcohol  allowed  in  so-called 

- — T:  ■ - .I_t  are  currently  not  available 

in  the  state,  due  to  their  hi^  alcohol  con- 
wasUmothy  tent  Under  the  measure  passed  by  flte 
Senate^  alcoholic  bevoages  would  be  per- 
cnitted  to  have  a  much  higher  alcohol  vol- 
a  full  pardon  by  ume  to  acconunodate  thew  fanmr  brews. 

The  bill  also  ootv 
tains  sweetheart  pro- 

"So5o5fco^H*lSwM  breweries  and 

ettsef  fw  individuals  %vho 

.  wish  to  home  brew 

Profit  like  HmMhy 


Editor's 

Notebook 


IMnaton  Kidd  seiUenoed  Odies  arrested  DUI 
to  15  years  in  prison  ivith  five  tluee  times  in  less 
years  suspended  for  than  a  year 
Aggravated  Driving  Under  flie  Bcanck  learned  of 
mmieiKe.  Kidd  alw  sentenced  his  DUI  pardem 
him  to  five  years  for  leavir^  the  while  sitting  m  Jail  in 
scene  of  an  accident  but  Oxford  waitins  to  be 
allowed  that  sentence  to  run  charged  wMi  drunk 
concurrently,  meaning  at  the  ditvftw  in  the  death 
same  Ume  u  the  Aggravated  of  ni-year  old 
DUI  sentence.  Charity  Smith  of 

Ibn  years.  Under  Missiaaippi  Okolona. 
law  and  the  judge's  discretiotv  “She  should  sdU 
that  is  all  Billie  Jeftersoti's  life  be  here  with  mgi  Skr 
was  worth.  That  and  the  few  should  sUO  be  bdte 
permfei:  in  taxes  Odies  paid  with  me.  This 


WUliunH. 
Perkins  Jt. 
Editor 


when  he  purchased  the  alcohol. 

There's  mote.  Because  of  a  conuMnica- 
Uon  breakdown  among  local  government 
agenciea,  Odies  wu  allowed  to  bond  out  of 
jail  after  the  collision  with  Jefferson  and 
went  on  to  collect  four  more  DUI  diama 
befese  his  trial  date.  There  could  have  been 
four  mote  collisions  and  an  untold  number 
of  additional  deatha  but  tte  is  just  one 
mote  indication  of  me  lack  of  seriousneas 
and  focus  among  Miaalssippians  when  it 
comes  to  alcohol  use  and  abuse. 

pp  ctiatinal  hisiOf  othsr  than 


Eorroa 

William  H.  P^ins  Jr. 


Odies  and  Harry 
Bostick, 

It's  not  We  don't  need  mote  aknhoi.  We 
don't  need  more  alcohol  tragedies.  Call 
your  senators  and  representatives  today 
and  let  them  know  how  you  feel  about  theu 
plan  to  flood  Miaaiasippi  with  more  alcohol. 
They  can  be  reached  at  the  legislative 
switdiboaid  at  (601)  399-377D.  Additional 


ASSOCIATt  EOnOK 
Toiy  Martin 
tmiftifi#mbcb.org 
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Aafram  Seller^  told  The  Oanon  Ledgn  approved  a  bill  that  would  increase  the  http://billstatu 


CmCUCATION  MANACCK 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 


Guest  Opinion 


Eonot  EMRrrus 
Don  McGregor 


A  secret  grief 

By  Terri  Stovall 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas 


hold,  aa  Mny  aa  15%  of  the  «°««».we  fill  but 

women  sitting  in  our  church  work  of  Joaus 

pews,  BUe  aSidiea,  and  anall  *•*??*• .  _ 

mad  at  a  point  in  life  wh^  the  ^  ■ 

totiw£ribrS?SJ/r!2f1  my  primary  deshe  must  be  far 
*°  ”  'T*.  ”  '  God  «id  to  aflow  Him  to  fin  fa 

theblanks. 

Because  of  God's  grace  I  .m 
saved  (Ephotiara  ZBi  a  slave  of 
ftghteousneaa  (Romans  feisjl  a 


ty  that  God's  gmoe  is  just  as  real 
aid  infertility  can  be  a  vchide  to 
the  cnaa  tvhm  grief  meets  grace. 

We  live  fa  a  performance- 
baaed  world  that  tends  to  define 
Identity  by  the  things  we  do  and 
the  roles  we  flU.  This  sets  us  up  to 
miestian  who  we  ate  if  our  lives 
do  not  look  the  way  we  think 
Ihev  shoild.  grieve  the  loM  of 
a  key  source  of  identity  for 

women:  motherhood.  When  this _ 

grief  meets  the  grace  of  God,  we  gills  and 
leam  that  our  identity  is  not  world  wi 
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Church  planters  look  to  impact  south  Florida 


like  •  linebadeer  for  die  Miami 
Do^diina  than  a  North  American 
Mweinn  Board  (NAMB)  national 
fldasioriaiy  and  dmnh  planter  in 
South  Florida. 

Playing  football,  howevet 


as  what  God  has  called  Egipciaoo 
to  dot  which  is  to  use  hts  consid¬ 
erable  passion  and  stamina  in 
working  long  hours  to  plant  new 
damhes  and  bring  fellow  South 
Floridians  to  Christ 

The  challenge  of  spreading  d« 
Gospel  in  the  Miami  metio  area  is 
immense  because,  bv  all 
aooounis,  local  lostness  a  vast 
Wilh  about  95%  of  metro  VBami's 


PIANTINC  STRATEGY  —  Danny  Egipciaco  (right).  North  American  Mission  Board  church  plant- 
1  and  2012  Week  of  Prayer  missionary  in  Miami,  talks  strategy  with  fellow  church  planters  David 
Rios  (left)  and  Willie  Winiams.  (BP  photo) 


family  courading.  hia  wiadaia  ideas  and  experi-  natiosud  miaakmary  in  2009,  Egipciaco  knows  that 

The  Egipciaoos  are  acncmg  five  ence  with  mcv*  Fgtpciwn  Egipciaco  wat  the  first  and  only  Florida  now  has  nearly  3/)00 
NAMB  misrinnary  couples  fee-  lecouidt.  "nuity  days  iMt  I  left  psmorof  Relevant  Qiurdv  which  Southern  Baptiat  congng»- 
tured  for  the  2012  Aiuiie  the  youth  ministiy,  started  he  helped  in  2006  and  was  dons,  but  its  peculation  has 
Armstrong  Easter  OSeiing.  The  preaching  in  a  local  hotel  and  tunning  IK  weekly  attendees  grotvn  to  more  than  18.5  mil- 
ofiering  provides  support  for  became  a  chunh  pianfec’  That  when  he  left  reveral  months  ago.  Bon  pecipie,  the  second-largest 
missionutn  who  serve  on  behalf '  was2n05.  At  Relevant  Onndv  he  never  state  in  NAMB's  South  Regiocc 

of  Scxifiwm  Baptists  in  North  Today,  Egipciaco  and  took  a  salary.  He  was  iiot  mneiy  It  needs  many  more  churenes. 
America.  Fentanoez  mentor  30j>lus  a  bivcxational  patoot;  but  a  "tn-  'Within  a  one-mile  radius 

Withagoalof  STOmiDiorv  this  church  planters  in  the  Miaini  vocatianal'  pastor;  holding  of  my  church,  there  are  30,000 
year's  offering  theme  is  wbic  rnany  of  whom  are  brvoca-  down  as  many  aa  three  fobs  at  a  '  *  -  •  - 

*WIwtev«r  It  Tskaa.'  ttoruJ  pMtois  or  even  layman.  Iktw  to  auppotl  his  fandy  — 

llalsriaiiii  who  monad  to  Bgipdaoo  and  FaiMndas  face  working  on  the  ride  in  rerd  estate, 

Miami  at  age  form  grew  up  in  a  many  challenges  as  fiwy  attempt  aubriitule  leaching  and  selling 
Christian  home,  ira  attended  a  to  pUnt  a  yearn  average  erf  about  oornputers  and  oooieis. 

Spanish-apeaking  Hispanic  34  new  churches  m  Scxilh  "What  unita  chunh  plantiM 

Souths  Baptist  chunh.  He  Florida.  Miamians  who  use  in  Soufii  Florida  is  the  Engbah- 

acoepted  C3iiW  as  a  teenager  Spaimh  as  their  first  language  speaking  people,'  Egipciaco 
undertheinflueraofhisinoava  make  up  67%  of  the  popuUfon.  notes.  TVfim  we  pUrt  an 
native  Cubito  who  wae  led  to  A  total  of  some  180  languages  are  English-speakirw  chunh,  it 
Christ  as  a  girl  by  a  Home  spoken  in  South  Flot^  public  draws  many  Hupanic  people 
Mission  Board  (now  North  adtooh.  goup*  »  K*'  —  Cubans, 

American  Mrision  Board)  mri-  'Many  people  in  kfiami,  espe-  vfeneueiana,  Nicaraguans,  gor 
rionary  His  piuenis  still  live  in  dally  me  second-generation  Uruguayans,  Colunu>iat»,  600 
Hiale^  FBapmic^  just  don't  mink  about 

Egipciaco  was  serving  aa  a  28-  leUgfon,  indudiiw  Christianity,* 
yearejd  youth  pattor  in  a  ‘3e(^  Fernandez  says.  'It's  not  on  lhar 
cy*  fiist-generation  Spuiah-  radar  screens.  Nhami  la  a 
making  Southern  Mptist  materialistic  jifce..  a  biing-bling 
(hutch  when  he  leriized  it  (usi  kind  of  place.  People  are  r*-  ~ 
wasn't  working  Minieferina;  tai  charing  the  almimity  doO —  .. . 

%]aridi  was  not  the  most  rifiec-  also  a  fast-paoeiC  timeconsunn- 
tM  way  to  teach  Miami  youtiv  ing  cnvitcmmetrL  Sunday  is  for 
*1  had  to  change  everything'  everything  dae  but  church:  the 
Ee  pdaco  recalls.  "We  were  beech,  boating  the  parkas  the 
doing  dnii^  in  Spantth  but.  Dolphins,  the  Heat,  and  the 
instead,  we  neaded  to  connect  Martins. 

wlfo  the  growing  second-genera-  'Conversely,  some  of  the  first- 
tion  Hripanks  m  South  Flotida  generation  Hiapanics  who  come 
who  apete  Ei^irih.  Seoond-gen  here  exist  in  survival  mode, 

Hripaencs  is  one  of  the  feetest-  working  two  or  three  fote^  to 
growing  people  groups  in  South  survive;  Fernandez  paiiria  out 
Ploi^  and  the  referring  to  the  fact  that  they 

Longtime  church  planting  cton't  hm  time  to  atterxl  church. 
mMonaty  A1  Fernandez,  now  Fernandez  and  Egipdaoo  alao 
director  of  the  Florida  Baptiat  oonfeont  spiritual  warfare,  with 
Convention's  Uiban  Impact  Fernandez  noting  "Veami  has  s 
Minritries  and  a  2009  Week  of  lot  of  Cuban-baaed  'Sanferia'  or 
Prayer  missionary  himself,  vexxfoa" 
offered  advfoe  aneJ  crxmsel  to  Fernandez  is  jointiyhavied^ 

Egipciaoo;  evctvL'tlly  becoming  NAMB  and  the  Florida  Baptist 
i£mentorand  supirTvisar.  Convention,  while  EtopdacD  is 

....1  ■  ,  ,  '  .1  ..  J _  £ _ l/Wlor  i.,.  K.IAAn  ■  l»*i1 


people,’  Egipciaco  says. 
^Wimin  a  three-mile  redhie, 
there  are  80,000  people. 
Within  five  miles,  240,000 
people.  We  have  only  three 
Southern  Baptist  churches  in 
a  three-mile  area. 

'In  West  Palm  Beach,  there 
are  1  million  lost  people.  We'd 
need  100  churches  that  wmild 
each  hold  10,000  to  reach  them. 
Miami  is  two  m  three  times  big- 
'  than  We.  Palm.  There  are 
I  Southern  Baptist  churches 
in  all  of  South  Florida,  but 
ktexicans,  Guatemalans  and  so  when  ycxi  tfiink  there's  eight 
cm.  The  EngUah-speaking  chutdi-  millicm  people  in  the  Miami 
ea  aim  draw  Haitians  vmo  speak  area,  do  the  math.  That's  one 
Creole  French,  African  church  for  every  13,000  people, 
ativays  Amerfoans,  AngkM  and  even  'We  need  to  mnetrate  the 
Par.  Irs  Rcarims,  •o  our  church  plants  culture  fiuough  merch  planti- 
lend  to  become  very  multiailtur-  i^'  he  said.  'We  iwird  more 
al  and  diverse.'  churches,  not  less.' 


MkhacI  W.  Wreks  of  Tupelo  ha*  been  unanimously  elected  pieridenl 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foundation.  William  K.  'Bill'  Hall,  vke-chair- 
man  of  the  foundation's  board  of  tnistees  and  chairman  of  the  presiden¬ 
tial  aeairh  ccxnmitwe  announced  Mar  7. 


By  a  margin  of  almoet  two  to  one,  Pullen  Memonal  Church. 
Raleigh.  N.C.,  votes  to  Mesa  the  union  of  two  liomosexual  men.  A  res¬ 
olution  passed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Conventiem  Executive 
Committee  condemns  Pullen  for  condoning  the  'groas  perversion  and 
uiKjuestioned  sin'  of  homosexuality 


The  Misaisrippi  Baptist  Seminary  is  in  a  campaign  to  make  a  million 
friend*  and  raiae  a  million  dollars  by  1970,  according  to  William  P 
Davis.  Secretary  of  Negro  Work  of  the  State  Convention  Board. 


Hispsnic  churcK  tnd  he 
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Ycxi  Can  RzsroND 
Right  Now! 

Satwly  than  the  foUotuing  projter 
with  Gad  rn  your  own  oxmis: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  yexL 
(I  have  tinned,  t 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freecl^  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rciae 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela- 
tiextship  with  ycxi. 
ff  believe  in  }etut.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  0 
receive  Chritt  at  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
childnm  afCad.  even  to  tfxisr  who 
believe  m  his  name  "  (John  I.T2) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jrsus’Chrisf  today,  contacf  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


It  is  impossible  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  church  without  - 

telline  the  story  of  the 
(ounoer.  The  founder  of 
Christianity  is  totally  and 
inseparable  from  the  present 
day  reality  of  the  church.  As 
you  examine  religions 
aroutul  the  world  aird  across 
our  land  it  is  insightful  atul 
sometimes  even  shocking  to  and 
realize  who  the  founders  are  Regard 
and  to  examine  their  lives  aread 
and  what  started  their  faith  to  gra] 
interest.  It  is  a  study  unto  wrong 
itodf.  In  a  world  in  which  gi^t  i 

the  culture  has  been  saturat-  adult  . _ _ _ _ 

ed  with  so  many  emphases  croMhairs  of  difficull 
on  beliefs  aitd  even  rton-  decision  making  trot  on 
belief  systema  which  reject  thenuelves  but  mayb 
God,  it  makes  it  irrmerative  dteir  family  atKi  childn 
that  we  know  the  One  who  a  senior  adult  who  nv 
founded  the  church.  struggling  with  the  f 

We  ate  hope^  that  on  and  ime  nnality  of  lift 
March  IS  in  BaptM  churches  death,  we  can  turn  to 
all  across  Missiasippi,  numy  God  sent  us  lesus  sr 


Jim  Futrai,  executive  director-treasurer 
Misstssippt  Baptist  Convention  Board 


IBLIOCIPHESt 


ally  <4re  for  ttiem.  will  be  presenting  fire  life  of 

•  He  is  the  powerful  Jesus  so  that  we  all  might 

Christ  for  there  was  rto  sin  explore  Him.  To  look  at  and 
that  He  could  trot  overcome,  understand  the  life  of  Jesus 
no  conflict  flat  He  could  not  is  a  glorions  opportunity  to 
resolve,  aird  no  sinner  fliat  welcome  God's  Son,  the 
He  could  not  save.  Savior;  to  be  your  Lord  and 

•  He  is,  in  fart,  the  preeiu-  Master.  While  He  has  no 

incut  Christ,  simply  mean-  equal  in  this  world  or  the 
ing  ^t  He  stands  above  all  world  to  come,  what  He  will 
and  is  able  to  help  all.  do  for  you  when  you  trust 

In  looking  at  His  life,  we  Him  is  a  moment  that  is 
ate  not  entering  into  jurt  an  unequaled  in  life.  He  will 
academic  exercise  or  an  forgive  your  sins,  cleanse 
experieiKe  of  having  ntore  your  he^  aitd  give  you  a 
cognitive  knowledge  about  new  life  forever  and  ever. 
Him.  For  all  of  thoM  things  May  God  bless  this  Sunday 
bring  us  to  the  ultimate  as  we  focJS  on  Telling  the 
question  in  every  heart.  Story  of  Jesus  —  a  life  of 
what  will  you  do  w^  Jesus,  unprecedented  looe  e.td  unpar- 
Clearly  there  are  those  who  aUeled  excellence. 
deplore  Him  and  would  pre-  _________ 

fer  that  His  name  never  be 

mentioned.  His  teachings  be  Thr  eulhor  am  he  oontscted  at 
eradicated,  and  His  follow-  ^utreth’^cbjirg. 
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Haw  fm  wdk  cryptogre^  md 
exercise  your  BMe  knamtedge.  A 
King  femes  Version  BiMr  wnr  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitulion. 
The  tome  letter  it  lubslitnltd 
Ihisnihaiil  the  puzzle.  Sotor  hy 
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hearts  that  desired  to  find  ^cl.’.  let  me  just  briefly 
God,  Jesus  came  from  God,  poin*  out  an  array  of  things 
was  God  in  the  flesh,  and  that  the  Bible  clearly  tells  us 
forever  is  the  King  of  Kings  and  people  have  personally 
and  the  Lord  of  Lords.  He  is  found  to  be  true  in  God's 
the  unchangeable,  pre-emi-  redemptive,  magnificent 
nent  leader.  Lord,  Master,  Savioi;  Jesus, 
and  gift  from  God  to  us.  For  •  He  is  die  pre-existent 
centuries  God  had  been  ChriaL  He  was  before  the 
preparing  the  world  to  meet  worlda  were  ever  made  and 
and  know  His  Savior.  While  He  will  be  long  after  they  are 
every  one  of  us  has  sinned  gone. 

and  come  short  of  die  glory  •  He  is  the  pnmhcHc 
of  God,  He  was  determined  Christ  for  God  had  told  over 
to  wrap  His  glory  in  the  skin  the  oenturtes  and  hundreds 
of  a  person  named  lesus  and  of  times  words  that  clearly 
send  Him  to  us  as  die  Savior  describe  the  Savior  who 
who  would  rescue  us  from  would  come  and  give  life, 
the  destructiveness  of  sin.  It  •  He  is  the  peiiM  Christ, 
is  not  eaay  for  mankind  to  He  never  sinned.  He  was 
understand  a  great  God  of  tempted  and  tried  in  the 
righteousness,  power,  and  same  world  in  which  we 
even  love.  When  you  look  live.  He  lived  without  tin 
at  our  Hves  and  realize  that  and  became  the  perfect  sacri- 
they  arv  scarred  by  tin  and  fice  for  our  sins, 
warped  by  failed  relatiori-  •  He  is  the  personal 
ships  because  of  our  wrong  Quist.  When  at  times  pco- 
thinking  and  doln&  where  pie  feel  that  God  is  so  far 
could  weaver  find  nelp  and  away  and  is  untouchable, 
hope?  tried  to  straight-  austere,  and  seemingly 
en  ouiseives  out  and  even  unknowable  Jesus  demon- 
that  became  frustration  and  strated  that  G^  has  come  to 
failure  because  it  whs  us  He  wuuld  stop  to  pick 
impossible.  u*’  a  child  and  care  about 

So  God  in  His  great  wis-  dat  precious  little  person, 
dom  sent  Jesus  to  be  the  con-  F'e  would  come  to  others 
tart  person  to  God  and  mudi  who  were  overwhelmed  by 
more  He  was  the  very  grief  and  others  who  were 
embodiment  of  God.  In  so  crippled  by  the  dilemmas  of 
dcin^  God  allowed  us  to  sec  this  world  and  He  would 
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GOING  FORTH  —  Dwight  Nm,  an  IfMMional  Mission  Boaid  missionarY  in  Manila,  hosts  multipie  < 
monthly  to  train  and  encouragesastors  urban  poor.  Fm  has  been  leading  the  training  lor  mosb^M 

10  years,  and  currently  worits  with  300  lacaT  paatora.  (BP  pboM 


Inroads  among  Manila's  poo 
offer  windows  to  share  Gospel 


MANILA,  PHILIPPINES  (BP) — 
"(jjme  on,"  a  young  man  oUe  as  he 
and  a  group  o(  teoiagers  tiek  to  a 
squatter  village  to  teM  the  BUu. 
TTiey  pass  an  open  field  where  sever¬ 
al  diudren  are  kiddng  a  partiaUy 
deBaled  aoooer  beH  and  he  again 
calla  'Choate  oa’ 

The  daldien  slop  and  anile  whan 
they  aee  who  a  calling  them. 
Abandoning  die  baH  Ihw  follow, 
bare  feet  aplariiing  mud.  Tne  group 
cmaaaa  a  conoere  bridge  ovar  a 
drains  dMth  fined  with  gray  water 
and  tnah,  and  ll«  ddldren  chatter 
with  their  ti  a  ihrea 

Filipiw  paster  Rorny  Albinius 
and  ImB  wofliar  Dwight  Fern  folow. 

As  the  group  reaches  the  vil¬ 
lage,  some  young  mothers  cat.y- 
ing  infants  along  with  other 
woolen  drag  benches  under  a  tree 
Mid  settle  down  on  the  creaky 
seats.  The  young  people  unfurl 
their  song  sneets,  Oiristisn  lyrics 
car^Uy  printed  on  the  beat  of 
old  atcciiol  advertiaing  posters. 

This  is  one  of  ihoutands  of  sqiul- 
ter  communities  in  metro  MaiuU, 
filled  with  people  who  moved  to  the 
city  fiom  rural  piovinasi  in  search  of 
a  better  Ufo  Instead,  they  became  part 
of  a  mass  of  ui'jan  pooc  budamg 
sheMers  from  whatever  they  can  find. 

Housing  unoe  meant  to  be  tempo¬ 
rary  haa  been  standing  here  more 
dual  20  years.  Work  intoided  to  be  a 
sieppingstonc  toward  better  employ¬ 
ment  has  become  a  cueer  Hope  fora 
prosperous  future  has  faded;  mr- 
vivaf  has  become  the  daUy  goal. 


DcapMe  the  Uaafc  outlook  they 
face,  hope  haa  not  abandoned  die 
urbm  pooc  “Cod  wants  104  millfon 
Filipinoe  in  His  Kingdaa^’  Fem  says 
to  a  group  of  pastors  he's  teadik^ 

Psaton  nod  thoughtfully  as  Fern 
apeelct.  For  die  peat  10  yean,  Fem 
hM  been  training  pasfon  smong  die 
urban  poor  to  start  aaaall  house 
groups  focused  on  Mloreahip  and 
Bfoie  study.  More  than  300  paators 
now  attend  the  training  aaarenna  he 
conducts  every  mondi. 

'Filipinos  love  to  study  the- 
BiMe,*  Fem  says.  'It's  dis  Idea  of 
diurch  that  scares  people  away,’ 
althoi^  many  attend  mass  at 
local  Catholic  diurches. 

life  in  the  Philippines  is  steeped 
in  religious  traditiofis.  Nurw  serve 
as  teadiets  in  moat  sdiools  so  reii- 
aious  trfoning  is  nothing  new  to 
Filipinos,  but  the  idea  at  offering 
poor  pastors  a  sense  of  value  is 
nodiing  short  of  revolutionary. 

As  psatoti  study  wHh  Ftim  — 
many  nom  homes  m  squatter  oocn- 
muraties  —  they  cany  back  with 
diem  liic  hope  diey  are  finding  in 
CTiiist.  'There  is  s  hope  of  tomorrow 
be^  bettec'  sinrs.  'The  poor 
lespond  to  ChrM  as  they  look  to  die 
proDuae  of  heaven.-  This  lifo  is  hard, 
but  heaven  wU  be  better.' 

CuKural  norms  and  lack  of  mater¬ 
ial  possessions  and  social  status  often 
discourage  the  urban  poor  from 
seeking  a  better  ufe.  Simpie  lobs 
require  a  college  education,  which 
mwiy  camit  afford;  they  are  too 
busy  fotga^  a  living.  However  as 


they  latch  onto  tbe  training  their 
pastors  provide,  they  bMin  to 
understand  the  Gospel  ana  share 
the  hope  ih^  receive. 

As  diey  begin  forming  house 
groups,  they  dmrelop  a  new  aenei. 
of  purpose. 

ASmaa  who  has  been  part  of 
Fern's  training  for  three  yc^  has 
taken  die  trainiiig  to  heart  and  begun 
to  train  die  young  peopfo  of  nis 
chutdi  to  lead  home  gromia.  'They 
are  the  future,*  he  says. 

—  Every  week,  a  h^-doeen  young 
pei^  parade  inSo  nearby  aqualfor 
oomnamiliea  Dividing  up,  dw  lead 
small  croups  of  adults  ana  chBosen  in 
studymg  me  BMe  and  felosndiip- 

^’^'^'ot^Mvilligers  swig  cheap  aloor 
hoi  and  gamble  a  few  pesos  at  a  canl 


study  and  listen  with  ihild 
inletesi  to  die  diacuamin.  h  is  a  amaO 
village,  after  ad.  Everyone  knows 
everything  diat  happens  there. 

Albinius  and  Fem  watch  the 
squatter  children's  faces, 
wreathed  in  smiles,  as  they  sing 
songs  about  the  love  of  )eeus. 
They  wear  faded,  dirty  clothes. 
Their  hair  is  streaked  from  malmi- 
triUon  and  teeth  are  Mack  with  rot. 

'Nobody  wares  them  or  cares 
about  (hem.  Thing  is,  they're  juct  as 
special  as  anyotw  elae.'  Fem  mures. 

When  the  study  ends,  the  children 
follow  die  teeruyrs  down  die  nar¬ 
row,  poBuled  street.  "Bye  bye,"  they 
shout  repeatedly,  waving  cmtil  diey 
cannol  see  the  (poup  anymore. 


Federal  embryo 
adoption  program 
likely  to  die  in 
fiscal  year  2013 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  The 
Obama  administTation's  effort  to  defura  die  federal 
gounament's  only  program  promoting  embryo 
adoption  further  demonHates  its  dbortion  mindset, 
saypu>-iife  advocates. 

The  US.  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  ^HS)  is  not  scekhig  fundirig  for  the 
Embryo  Adoption  Awareness  Campaign  in  the 
2013  fiscal  yea;  The  Washin  Mon  Times  reported 
March  4.  The  ,'>rogram  is  designed  to  inform 
Americans  tliat  frozen  embryos  created  by  in 
vitro  fertilization  (IVF)  may  be  available  for 
adoption  by  those  who  sw  iitfertilc. 

Embryo  adoption  allows  couples,  most  of  them 
infertile,  to  adopt  embryos  left  over  from  IVF  treat¬ 
ments.  The  biological  patents  must  offer  consent  for 
theireiiibnrastobeiisM.  Without  adoption,  the  esti- 
mafed  b25fi00  embryos  in  frozen  storage  in  this 
country  can  face  death  by  being  discarded  or  by 
bera  donated  for  lethaJ  reseatih. 

Tm  HHS  dedaian  fits  with  this  administration's 
policies  on  such  issues,  pio-iiferssaid  in  protest. 

Tfs  indicative  of  t)ie  Obama  administration's 
anti-unhorn-citizen  attitude  that  it  would 
remov''  fucidiM  from  the  embryo  adoption  pro¬ 
gram,  said  Richard  Land,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  It  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  (ERLC)  in  Nashville. 

■  Tt's  one  more  example  Ihsi  they  are  at  war  with 
our  onbor.:  dtiaens,'  Land  said. 

C  Ben  MiicheU,  ptofesMOt  of  nnoni  phikiaophy  at 
Union  Univststly  k  laclisnn.  Th.  inintijil  thm 
Obama  administrsFon  as  'ideofogkally  dri^.  This 
dseWon  is  additional  evidence  mat  it  may  be  the 
more  anti-natal  adoiipiattation  in  history.* 

In  a  document  submitted  to  cxMigiessional 
apnopriatioru  cooimittces,  HHB  said  It  seeks  to 
ha^  funding  of  the  campaign  because  'of  the 
linaced  interest  in  the  program  as  evidenced  by 
grants  being  swarded  (o  a  very  small  pcrol  of 
applicants^  many  of  whom  ate  repeat  recipients.’ 
Tne  fate  ^  the  propam  rests  with  Congress, 
which  can  restore  its  ninding  in  the  budget. 

Bmlnyo  adoption  swateneas  still  is  worn  fund¬ 
ing  anadvocste  told  The  Times. 

Ron  Stoddart,  executive  director  of 
Nightlight  Christian  Adoptions,  pointed  to  the 
continued  tncresscs  in  embiyos  placed  in  stor¬ 
age,  in- babies  born  from  embryo  adoption,  and 
in  embryo  acloption  programs. 


SPECIAL  ADOPTION  —  lulian  Keene  Bailey 
(left),  and  Natalie  Faith  Bailey  pose  for  a  2009 
phoio.  The  twins  aere  bexn  A^l  4,  2000,  via 
embryo  aefoption  to  an  East  Tennessee  couple.  The 
Obama  administration  had  decided  not  to  cemtin- 
ue  funding  for  a  federal  government  program  that 
promoted  embryo  acfoptions.  (BP  photo) 
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1.  jMHMjr  amch.  (Wt« 

hcMMli,  licensed 

Michael  Cooper  to  the 
minist.'y  on  his  birdi* 
day,  Jan.  29 

2.  Grace  Ckwrch, 

rhUadelpkia,  recently 
licensed  Bud  Waddell 
into  die  gospel  ministry. 
Shown  are  pastor 
Chester  Carlisle, 

Waddell,  and  Shirley 
Wadden. 

3.  Spring  HUl  Church, 
Waterford,  recently 
held  a  baby  dedication 
sereice.  Shown  are  Tim 

'  tc  AMn  Cook  with 
babies  l^lee  Jean  jnd 


Owen  Drake.  John 
Parker  peeler. 

4.  GAs  from  Enterprise 
Chnich,  Bnlerpriee,  coh 
Iccted  Christian  fiction 
books  as  their  Children' 
Mtadstry  Day  project. 

9.  Clarks  County 

Aseederion  gave 
S7g.136.06  toward  Bicir 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Ottering  gori  ot  S76,00a 
the  largest  gift  to  this 


Oloh,  held  oieir  January 
Bible  Study  Jan.  15  — 
IS.  Donnie  (Aiy  led  the 
Bible  study  on  steward¬ 
ship.  Eidit  professions 
oif  mth.  Daniel  Jackson, 
pastor. 

S.  Grace  Charck, 

rhlladelphla,  ordained 
Michael  Duke  to  the 
gospel  ministry.  He  is 
currently  serving  the 
church  ae  youth  minis¬ 
ter.  Shown  are  Duke 
Ml.  and  pastor  Ov?cter 
Carlisle. 


9.  Meadowview  Church, 
Starkvllle,  will  be  pre¬ 
senting  Lamb  of  &>d 
Mar.  So,  7  p.m.,  and 
Apt.  1, 19:15  ajn. 

10.  The  Children  in  Action 
of  Hope  Church, 
Neshoba  Asseclatien, 

took  part  in  Children's 
Ministry  Day.  The  ladiM 
of  the  church  baked 
cookies,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  volunteers 
delivered  the  cookies  to 
the  local  911  couiznuni- 
catione,  sheriff's  office, 
dty  police,  the  ho^phal 
Ek,  and  fire  depart¬ 


ments.  Shown  are  sosie 
of  the  participants. 

11.  Pleasant  Gseve  Chnrch, 
Eroekhaven,  lecog- 
nis^  pastor  Kent 
Cochran  and  hie  wife 
Millie  for  20  yours  of 
service.  Shown  ia  Bruce 
Clanton,  left,  making 
the  presentation  to  the 
Cohans.  tfSkUahip, 
with  Jim  Futral,  eaecu- 
Hve  director-treoeurer, 
Miariasippi  Baptist 
Convention  Bewrd, 
speaker,  was  followed 
by  a  catered  luncheon. 


years  of  service  Is  ihe 
mirdatry. 

13.  The  GAs  from 

Association  met  at 
Pineview  Church. 
HatWeriiurg,  Mar.  3  to 
make  239  swvatloa  dolls 
for  the  Miaaiaslpp' 
Baptist  Medical  '>and 
Dental  lAralon  Ifta  to 
Honduras  in  June- 
Shown  arc  the  partici¬ 
pants. 


iwori  vd.  $2SUO  WM  ibot- 
Icdad  faan  the  poat  office. 
Shown  m  Sarah  Beth 
Dlcfccnon,  Carive 

WMhtngtTMV,  Brooke 


tin  WUklnaan, 
Ooyle  WDeon,  and 
Nurmeiy,  winner; 


1 
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Ip 
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Coii  i  c.f  \}  \\s 


1.  william  Carey  Unlveralty'a 
Amanda  C.  Monk,  mathematics 
ma)or  trom  Perkiaalon,  and 
Charlotte  McShea,  professor  of 
mathematics  and  education,A 
pose  with  (back)  Tommy  King, 
president  of  WCU,  after  King 
coneic  tulates  the  student  ana 
proraasor  for  being  chos«  as 


Education  Appreciation  Day  — 
Working  for  Aoademic  Exodlenoe 
(HEADWAE)  program.  HBAD-^ 
.  WAE  was  establMied  by  ttte 
n'  Mississippi  i,«giiUHiie  to  leoog- 
nize  outstandS^  stHomits  and 
faculty  in  Mississippi's  colleges 
and  universities.  The  recogrrition 
was  held  on  Feb.  28. 

2.  William  Carey  Utihrcially  hosted 
the  seveiah  anirual  Young  Authors 
Celebrabni  Mar.  2.  This  year,  near¬ 
ly  600  students  frornom  .-xhoob 
participated  in  YAC  ralicipartls 
Muded  UlUe  Burney  Elemartary 
of  Hattieabufg,  Rowan  Eletrteniaiy 
of  HatUedturg,  New  Hope 
Quistian  Acadmy  of  Jackson, 


ny  of  Jackson, 


1.  Monk,  McShea,  and  King 

B 

West  Marion  Elementary  of  < 
Columbia,  Rurmelkown 

Elementary  of  Peny  County,  Purvis  i 

Elementary  of  Purvis,  Tyiertown 
Elemental  of  lyiertotva 
Prentiss  Etementary  of  Ptenlias.  ! 
the  YAC  event  gives  students  the 


opportunity  to  nneet 
aumorsand  iUustmlBMt 


2.  Young  Authors  Celebration 
ionai  lunch.  A  grant  f 


in  a  book  fair;  attertd  wonothops  on 
writitm  and  iOusMIiitn  meet  WCU 
student  teachin  and  share  dieir 
books  with  oiter  studertts.  Thyy 
also  tour  thr  campus  atul  h«ve 


lunch.  A  grant  from  Target 
assisted  in,  makiixg  the  event 
possible. 

OrT^bool  ol  ikMation,  and 
(ti|^it)  Jurtc  Hornsby,  pmfessor 
of  Question,  pose  with  the 
fotnr  Cottontail  character. 


ILSI  rOR  I  III  Kl  CORD  ^ 


1.  First  Ctwrch,  Pass 
Christian,  ordained 
three  new  deacona 
November;  2011.  Shown 


WUiiam  L.  Smith. 


aenior  adult  xaUv 
Mar.  27,  8:30  — 

IIJO  a.m.  Judy  Davis, 
Trish  McNultn  Scott 
Rosa,  Vesta  Renfroe. 
Gletm  Shows,  and  Jim 
Putral,  worship  leadars 
and  tpeakers. 

C.M.  'Son'  Jordan,  a 
member  'bf  CalvaiT 
Church,  Greenwaoa, 
was  awarded  the  God 
and  Country  Award  for 
his  Marine  combat  ser¬ 
vice  by  the  Greenwood 
Division  of  the 
Anterican  Legion. 

Academy  Church,  Blue 


1.  RntChnKfa.PamChiietian 


Ti..  ngth  of  ,cript  and  tfieTast 
..111  .  ■  aii'  etched  m  our  memories  forever." 

y  _  -■  *  "•  •  •‘•Hi  Aul:  ■ 

RESERVE  TICKETS  NOW!* 


♦  ij 


FNB 


2.  Cedar  GfOve  Oiurdi,  CohmibU 


aww  cArpi^'lf  - 


www.coiirthoiisewindow.com 

Groups  Welcome 


march  is.  2012 


^/iSAudioux: 


1.  Raymond  Lewis 

Hathcodc.  Jt,  v.as  bom 
Sept.  19,  1944  in 

Lucedaie,  the  son  of  the 
late  Rayuznond  and  the 
late  Erma  '(Shows) 
Hathcock.  His  wile 
and  mother  ol  hte  chil¬ 
dren,  Pat  HadModc,  pre¬ 
ceded  him  in  death  Aue. 
26,  1991.  He  married 
Sara  Wrilbrd  in  January, 
1992.  Hathcock  worked 
for  the  Us.  Postal 
Service  lor  26  years  and 
retired  as  postmaster. 
He  became  an  ordained 
minister  in  1976  serving 
churches  in  George  and 
Green  County.  Iw  was 
the  current  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Benndale. 

2.  James  Foster  Qim)  Yates, 
85,  died  Mar.  5  at  King's 
Daughters  Hospiul, 
Yazoo  aty.  A  icmdent 
since  1961,  he  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church, 
Yazoo  Oty,  from  1961 
until  his  retirement  in 
1991.  He  was  named 
pastor  emeritus  in  1992. 
He  was  bom  Dec.  5, 
1926,  in  Greenville,  Ky. 
He  graduated  from 
Calhoun  High  School, 
Calhoun,  Ky.,  and 
attended  CampbelLsville 
Jr.  College,  Centre 
College,  Danville,  Ky., 


and  Union  Univentity, 
Jackson,  Tenn.  He  was 
also  a  graduate  of 
Southern  Seminary, 
where  he  attended  the 
School  of  Church 
Music  prior  to  earning 
his  Master  of  Divinity 
degree.  He  marricKl  Joy 
Wirotzious,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  in  1955.  He  was 
preceded  in  death  by 
his  parents,  John  Cody 
Yates,  Sr.,  and  Nanny 
■  Ethridge  Pendley 
Yates,  Utica,  Ky.,  his 
brothers,  Robert  Yates, 
Marion  Yates,  J.C. 
Yates,  Jr.,  and  a  sister, 
Vemia  Bradley.  He  is 
survived  by  one  sister, 
Evelyn  (Gibson) 

DeLacey,  Mt.  Juliet, 
Tenn.;  his  wife  of  56 
years.  Joy  Yates;  a 
daughter,  Carol  Joy 
(Tommy)  Sparkman, 
Clinton;  sons,  John 
(Patty)  Yates  of 
Enterprise,  Ala.;  James 
Foster  Oim)  Yates,  Jr., 
and  his  wife  Paula, 
Starkville;  and  Jeff 
(Suzy)  Yates,  Universal 
City,  Tex.  He  is  also 
survived  ^  four 
grandsons,  \hsitation 
and  funeral  was  Mar.  7 
at  First  Churth,  Yazoo 
City,  with  burial  in  the 
Glmwood  Cemetery. 


OcsitB  A  iMegrstion  of  Proienioaal  Aodio.  Video,  A  Ughliiig 
Church.  Carfereoce  Room,  School 
E<|iii|iiiiiM  sales,  service  sad  inslallatioa 

ThMper  Hales  P.O.BoxISTS  Ph  601-923-9947 

mlb@insaadiollc.com  Ctiman.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Chr/itlan  Life  Convention 

A  Time  to  Seefc  the  Lord 

Marrh  29  3  i 


MINISTRY  TEAM 


1.  Pocahontas  drarcli, 
Jackson;  Revival,  Mar.  18 
—  21;  Sun.,  tO-30  ajn.; 


rh4»  Sli'plH'n  Olford  CVnfer  at  I'fiion  l.'nlv«»rNilv 
l<KH)  KKiPrddiW  Kd  *  TN  381  IS 

■e  hif  srni.tfHMi  «»p  to  iM|t%l4»t  caII  fWtt\  pAppAnhstrvt 

Hn,,..  901. 375. 4885  (All  901  569.1103 

t  niAtl  bhpDMI  «aol.rom 


SOUTH  2tTN  AV»M  aAPTWr 
CHU8CH  IN  HATTlBSUaC  B  SSh- 
MCAMVOCAHONALMSfCML 
^ko  Melcinf  a  parMime  miaic 
Itadpr.  SandioumcsioPO.  Boh  18196 
HMirtbuiK,  MS  39402.  __  _ 

fi^H.OtA  B  SffKINC  A  P/T 
CmMM»n  MMBTBL  PlaMe  icfvl 
lestfnss  to  P  O  Ssk  ISl.  Hokx  MS 
34071  ore.nM4  tojcuhetxfcra.cfg. 
FBBT  ■APTm  OtUKH  SUMUll. 
MI.  B  ttBONC  A  mu  TIME  MS- 
TOa.  MaM  tosumn  to  FK  FSUor 
Sesfch  Conwnatoi.  164  Ccraet 
SixmlL  Mk  34462  or  E.ma4  to_tlan. 
ihnonrstisaiuum.nst 
HAaaisaOac  ■aptbt  cmuoch, 

TUf^O,  MS,  Is  maim  e  MINIS. 
na  TO  STUOtNTS.  IVm  mnd 
resumes  to  Herrisburg  Sepilsi 
Church,  cA>  MTS  Seeich  Comnunee. 
4675  Oill  Coolun  Bhet..  Tupelo,  MS 
3aS01 ,  Any  quesltoris,  please  e.mall 
tim,ro6erwSt>n.com  ^  ^ 

CAlHJi  FMBT  lAPfiST  OMMQi 

ctoma.  SB.  B  sfHONC  A  Msida, 

Plesse  send  lesusneT  to  Cehlee  FWit 
SmlM  Church.  POi  loe  I  !•.  ChMrf. 
Ms.,  3463$  SiSenhon:  Ihstor  Seerch 
Crenmias 

CAtVAIV  SAPtBT  CHlJtCH  Of 
■SAXTON.  MI  IN  SfASfn  Of  A 
MINBTM  OS  TOOTH,  hesumes 
can  be  emailed  to  charMywSOe 
beWsoudi  net  or  maUed  to  PO  Bos 
til  Braxton.  MS  34044.  For 
(>raslion  pSsesa  call  OtarMy  WHch 
*  6016662174.  OcaiBne  03.14-12. 


Mon.  —  VMed.,  7  p.m.; 
Mickey  Oaitymple;  speak¬ 
er;  Edd  Braiehec  mianc 

2.  Beulah  Chuidi, 

Lcxiiiglon:  Revival  Mar. 
18  —  21;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Daniel  HaU,  speaker  O. 
Lyn  Nations,  pmlor. 

3.  Rocky  Point  Church, 
Carthage:  Awaken  Our 


Learn  the  Safe  and  Secure  . 
Way  to  Earn  Stock  Market  [ 
Linked  Returns  Without  I 
Market  Risk  to  Your  i 


Community  revival  Mar. 
23  —  25;  Fn.  —  Sat,  7pjn.; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.;  Maaon  Joy, 
^waker  SheBa  Bums  A 
UCYC,  music. 

4.  Linwood  Church, 

Neshoba  County:  Revival 
Mar.  25  -28;  Sun.,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  —  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
David  Rkhardscxi,  speak¬ 
er  Revival  Team,  music; 
Mike  Skinner,  pastor. 

5.  Southside  Church, 
Vickabuim  Revival  Mar. 
25  —  30;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.  —  Fri.,  7  pan.; 
Don  Saveli,  speaker; 
David  Warren  Family, 
music,  Wednesday  night. 

6.  Richburg  Church, 

Hattiesburg;  Marvelous 
Mondays  with  the  Master 
Revival  7  p.m.;  Apr.  2, 
Easter  celebration  musi¬ 
cal;  Apr.  9,  Michael 
Grenn;  Apr.  16,  Buddy 
Sheriff;  Apr  23,  Willie 
Welch;  Apr.  30,  Stephen 


Register;  May  14,  Fred 
Luter;  Landoii  Roney, 
music  each  Monday. 


.1  /v  ^ 

( >'  N III  I'  I  iM;iiu'i;il 
Si  i  \  it  PS 

I  sun  -.44  v’"  4 


Clifton  Church,  For^t: 
Revival  Mar  19  —  21; 
Sun.,  10:45  a.m.  and  7  p  m. 
nightly;  David  Hays, 
speaker;  Cliff  Hortoa 
music  Andy  Boles,  pastor. 


California  radio  preacher  swears 
off  predictions  of  Second  Coming 


NASHVILLE  Tenn.  (BP  and  local  lepofts)  — 
FUrold  Camping  the  CaBfomia  radio  pnacher 
w  wrongly  predicted  that  Jesus  would  return 

May  21  cf  last  yesa;  hss  iriessed  a  lemotseful  state- 

mM  caBkig'hiB  piedictian  'sinfur  and  saykw  Im 
ontks  were  in  stating  that  no  one  knows  the 
dale  of  Christ^  second  coming 

Ble  statement  by  Camping  and  the  "ataA  of 
Family  Radn'  was  posted  at  HimilyRadioxom 


ers  bought  billboards  and  radio  roots  around  the 
world  warning  that  Christ  would  return  on  May 
21,  2011.  Many  of  those  ads  even  said  tfie  "Bibie 
gua^tees  il‘  even  though  the  New  Testament 
teaches  in  Matthew  2436  and  Mark  1332  that 
'No  one  knows  about  that  day  or  houi;  not  even 
the  angels  in  heaven.' 

Camping  previously  issued  several  other 
predictions  about  the  return  of  Jesua  that 
fumed  out  to  be  failures. 

'We  tremUe  before  God  as  we  humbly  ask  Him 
^  forgiveness  for  making  that  sinful  statement' 
the  statement  reads.  IW  are  so  thankful  that  God  to 

so  loving  that  He  will  forgive  even  this  sin." 

In  the  weeks  leading  up  to  May  21,  preach¬ 
ers  and  Bible  scholars  from  a  wide  range  of 
denomiMtions  including  Southern  Baptist, 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  spoke  out  against 
Campings  prediction,  fearful  not  only  that  he 
waa  l^ing  Christians  astray  but  that  he  was 
harming  the  name  of  Christ  before  a  watching 
world  by  making  a  false  prediction. 

'We  now  realm  that  those  people  who  were 

calling  our  atlentian  to  the  Bible's  statement  that 'of 

that  dav  and  hour  knoweth  no  man'  (Matthew 
2436  A  Mark  1332)  were  right  in  their  understand- 


im  of  those  verses  and  Family  Radio  w«  wrong" 
the  Camping  statement  says.  “Whether  God 
^  give  us  any  indication  of  the  dale  of  His  return 
is  hidden  in  God's  divine  piaa" 

Many  of  Camping's  folknvers  continue  to 
WArm  for  the  date  of^Oinst' s  retunv  a  practice 
TOt  Camping  says  he  is  abandoning.  'Vw  must 
also  opeiuy  acknowledge  that  we  have  no  new 
evidence  pointing  to  another  date  for  the  end  of 
the  world,"  the  letter  said. 

'Though  many  dales  are  drculatow  Family 
Radio  has  no  inicresi  in  even  considering  another 
date.  God  has  humbled  us  through  the  events  of 
May  21,  to  continue  to  even  more  fervently  search 

the  Scriptures  (the  BiMeX  not  to  find  dales;  M  to  be 
more  Dilhful  in  our  understanding 
,  "We  have  learned  the  very  pautful  lesson  that  all 

^  creation  is  in  God's  hands  and  He  will  end  time 
in  His  time,  not  ours!  We  humbly  recognize  that 

God  may  not  ten  His  people  the  date  w&n  Christ 

will  return,  any  more  man  He  tells  anyone  the  date 
they  will  die  physicaily.' 

After  May  11  peeaed  ivithout  Christ's  lelura 
many  Bibie  scholars  said  Camping  had  done  much 
harm.  Denny  Burk,  associate  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  Bcyoe  College,  a  part  of  Southern 
Seminare  in  Lousville,  Ky,  said  last  year  he  sensed 
a  mo^g  tone  when  watching  MSNBCs 
"Morrang  Joe"  crew  talking  May  20  abcxit 
Campings  prediction. 

”"1™  is  the  real  Iragecly  of  a  false  teacher  like 
Canwiijg"  Burk  wrote.  THe  gives  the  scofieis  a  rea¬ 
son  tar  feeling  vindicated  in  toeir  scoffing.  He  gives 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  judgment-suppressing 
homan  heart  and  thereby  consigns  them  to  their 
own  Gcxl-ignoting  dehnicxis.' 


march  15, 2012 
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SBC  seeks  input 
from  Hispanics 


10KrWOKrH,T«M(BP)  — 

The  efiectivcnai  of  cell  gituM  in 
reediing  Hiipmcit  ihe  need  for 
quality  diecipleehip  matenak  in 
Spanish,  and  binily  pressures 
expeiiencBd  by  Hisparac  bdiev- 
ets  were  among  the  topia  die- 
cuned  at  dte  meeting  of  the 
Hispanic  Advisory  Cowdl  on 
the  campus  of  Southwestern 
Seminar  in  Fort  WortK 

Facilitated  by  oo-diainnan 
Bob  Sena  of  AOanta,  meuiben 
itim  iiaird  with  Soudtem  BapM 
Convention  Executive 

Committee  President  Frank  S. 
Page  ways  in  which  Cod  is  mov- 
inc  among  dte  Hispsnic  ooeunu- 
n&s  they  lyrcsent  —  Menbsn, 
Cubatv  miropeaa  South 
American,  Central  American, 
CMiiibesrtfiistgenerato  immi- 
grants  and  native-born 
Americans. 

The  council  was 
PMte  foOowii^  the 
20n  Executive  Committee  meet- 

Among  the  'best  practioes' 
for  Hispanic  nunistry,  several 
oouitcil  members  representing 
various  reciotw  of  the  oountry  — 
tonathsn  Ssniiaao  from  upMate 
New  York,  Prank  Moterto  from 
FlatidA_s^  Fcrmfn  Whittsker 

MelAvlez 
from  Onicago  —  pointed  to  the 
efieettveness  of  oeD  groups  in 
evangelism  «id  diacipteahm. 

In  addition  to  the  cost  efficieiv 
des  of  meeting  in  homes,  Luis 
Ldpez  of  Tennessee  credited  the 
natural  hospitality  that  is  part  of 
the  Hispanic  cultuie  as  a  ma|or 
factor  for  Hispanic  church 
growth  through  am  groups. 

The  oouncu  also  rflsoissed  the 
greatest  community  needs 
Hispanics  free.  Mennbm  agreed 
that  die  forentost  need  is  for  qual¬ 
ity  educational  opportunities, 
induding  aoaeas  to  inexpensive 
rnmnenii  OMran^ 

Yolanda  Catderdn  of 
Califoinia  pointed  to  hi^  rates  of 


domestic  violence,  often  the 
result  of  unemployment  or 
underemplcwment,  while 
Orellana  added  that  rehabilita¬ 
tion  services  are  a  great  need  in 
the  urban  setting  where  he  lives 
and  works. 

Jason  Carlisle  of  Virginia 
noted  the  high  incidence  in 
human  traffiacing  and  hi^- 
li^ited  fears  many  Hispames 
have  over  current  VS.  immigja- 
tion  poUcies.  EUas  Bracamonte 
of  Kansas  noted  that  though 
many  immigraiUs  are  in  ofie 
United  States  legally,  the  pres- 
enoe  of  family  members  who 
are  in  the  country  illegally  pn^ 
(hues  tension,  conflict  inMabili- 
ty  in  family  life,  and  even  fed- 
in^of  guilt 

needs,  Gus 

materials ' 

Ptelro  Avifes  of  Puerto 
noted  that  many  HiMMBiks 
face  family  pressures  and  even 
ution  when  they  receive 
Christ  and  desue  to  be 
aabdievets. 

Oldham, 
ive  Committee  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  cxxtventlon  oxnmuni- 
cations  and  relatian^  gave  the 
^mglMtof  how 

adve  relationship  wit 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
He  also  reviewed  the  ethnic 
study  cxxnmittee  report  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  SBC  in  June  2011. 

At  the  dose  of  the  meeting, 
each  member  was  asked  to 
gather  information  from  specif¬ 
ic  groups  in  the  Hispanic 
Bimust  oommimity.  The  mput 
will  be  forwaided  to  Sena  and 
Sitnchez,  %vho  wiO  then  commu- 
idcate  with  Page  aiul  Kevin 
Ezell,  president  of  Southern 
Baptists'  North  American 
MiasicMi  Bo^  (NAMB), 
through  OldhaDi  and  Ken 
Weathersby,  NAMB  presiden¬ 
tial  ambMsador  for  ethnic 
church  relations. 


t  —  Bob  Sena  Wandfogjt  a  Hirpanic  ewstgs- 
list  conference  leadfe;  and  retired  Nordi  Amarican  tiiteinn  Boiad 
chiach  pianting  cantukant  faciliteied  fee  inaugural  insuiiiig  of  fea 
Hitpsnic  Aihiiory  Council  at  Scxshwetfem  Saminare  in  R  wSrth.  Tha 
cauncH  was  appCMnfed  last  )«ar  by^Frank  fte  (far  right!,  preakfenl  of  the 
Soufeam  Dipiitt  Convention  (SBQ  Execubve  Commltoe  In  Nashvifle, 
toprovideiripullooonvenlfonleaclmfromfecgowbigifepanicseg- 
of  fea  ^  (BP  photo) 


1.  Mlsaiaaippi  Coll^e'a 
table  teruus  team's  sec¬ 
ond  place  flnish  Mar.  3 
at  die  Soudi  regionals  in 
Atlanta  earned  the 
Choctaws  a  trip  to  the 
national  championship 
in  Texas  next  month. 
MC  .  impressively 
defeated  teams  like 
Florida  State  and  the 
Univetjity  of  Texas,  but 
fell  to  pereiuiial  power¬ 
house  Texas  Wesleyan 
during  Saturday'a  tour- 
ruunent  in  Georgia.  In 
mid-ApriL  MissiMippi 
College's  squad  will 
head  to  the  national 
(hampionship  in  Plano, 
Texas  for  die  flfth  year 
in  a  row.  Going  into  the 


toumament,  Mississippi 
College's  (ued  team  was 
rated  third  in  North 
America  briiind  Texas 
Wesleyan  and  second- 
place  Lindenwood 
University  of  Missouri. 

The  Winters  School  of 
Music  St  WillUm  Carey 
University  hosted  the 
District  Five  High 
School  Choral  Music 
Festival  in  Smith 
Auditorium  on  the 
Hattiesbuig  campus  on 
Februa^  28.  Seventeen 
choUs  from  seven  high 
schools  in  the  retoon 
that '  stretches  from 
Hattiesburg  to 

Meridian  participated. 


The  festival  was  head- . 
ed  by  Mark  Malone, 
profe^r  of  musfo,  and 
Kathy  Vail,  associate 
professor  of  music.  All 
diree  of  die  Meridian 
High  School  choirs  — 
SATB  (soprano,  alto, 
tenor,  bass),  SSA 
(soprano  1,  soprano  0, 
alto)  and  1Tb  (tenor  I, 
tenor  1,  baritone)  — 
earned  superior  ratings 
ii  both  concert  and 
sight-reading  assess¬ 
ments  and  received 
sweepstakes  awards  for 
their  performance  at 
the  festival.  They  will 
all  proness  to  the  State 
Choralrestival  at  Pearl 
Hi^  March  26-28. 


Pro-homosexual  groups  battle 
Chick-£il-A  on  college  campuses 


BOSTON  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  The  stu¬ 
dent  senate  at  Nottheastem  University  in 
Boeton  voted  last  week  to  end  negodstions  to 
bring  fast-food  (iiain  Cnick-fil-A  to  campus, 
after  students  protested  over  die  oompejiy's 
affiliation  with  several  Christian  organizations 
the  students  say  have  an  'and-gay'  agenda. 

The  Atlanta-bated  company,  dogged  for 

mon^  by  accusadotiB  of  homofmobuC^iafets  it 
is  'not  and-anybody'  but  inatead  simply  wants 
to'ng^stoysawjffyUpodandhavespgs- 

OfV  111  vTfVff 

Chick-fil-A.' 

Students  from  at  least  10  campuses  aioi't 
buying  it  Incensed  over  the  compan/s 
QuitUn  values,  they  opposed  new  franchises 
and  lobbied  for  the  removal  of  exfedng  restau¬ 
rants  on  campuses  across  the  country. 

Although  the  furor  has  aenerstM  a  lot  of 
media  atteftoon,  prompting  me  com 

ident . 

dons, 
brie. 

and  annual  sales  figures  topping  diree  billion 
doUoiK  die  oompany  sdll  has  plenty  of  fane. 

At  Noftheastem,  the  studmt  body  eagerly 
embtaoed  Chick-fil-A't  proposal  to  Deoom  a 
vendor  in  the  student  oentei;  until  a  small 
group  of  students  ocenpiained  about  the  organi¬ 
zations  to  which  the  ccxnpany  contributes 
through  its  WlnShape  Foundation. 

Led  Iw  Senior  Taylor  Cottez  a  member  of  the 
schcxil't'  student  senate  who  spent  almost  a 
year  oppooiiig  the  company's  interest  in  com¬ 
ing  to  campus,  the  students  diculated  a  petition 
and  gsdvered  300  signatures  —  about  l3%  of 
the  student  body. 

Despite  the  reladvely  small  oppositkxi,  the 
schcxirs  student  government  (puckly  voted  to 
end  negodadons  with  the  company. 

SchooTadministrators  supporM  the  deci¬ 
sion,  saying  the  company's  primdples  contra¬ 
dicted  Northeastern's  respect  for  diversity 
and  support  for  the  gsy  community;  'We  are 
proud  of  the  decision  that  affirms  our  univer¬ 
sity's  commitment  to  be  an  inclusive,  diverse 
community  that  is  respectful  of  sIL*  college 
spokeswoman  Renata  Nyul  said  in  a  pre¬ 
pared  statement. 

Respexiding  with  their  own  written  state¬ 
ment  cocnpmy  representatives  said  they 


Appointed 

afon:  ^We  are  not  and-anybexly  and  Chuck-fil-A 
[has|  no  agenda,  pottcy  or  posttkxi  againat  any- 
orte  aa  scxne  lepctoi  continue  to  represent.* 


over  the  sdwol's 


deci- 


Ccxnpany  president  Dan  Cathy  insists 
Chick-ffl-A  is  not  a  Qirisdan  company,  just  one 
founded  on  biblical  principles,  but  dvuika  in 
part  to  the  company's  aflUiatkxi  with  pro-fami¬ 
ly  groups,  its  trequent  presence  at  large  leli- 
gfous  ralli^  and  the  praise  music  icvetberadng 
bom  speakers  in  its  restaurant^  both  fans  and 
detractors  often  refer  to  it  as  or*  of  the  coun¬ 
try's  moat  overdy  Christian  businesses. 

Through  the  WtnShape  Foundadoa  started 
\n  oooipany  founders  'fruett  and  Jeannette 
Cadiy,  CMek-fH-A  duiiates  to  se»eral  Oirfstian 
orgaiiizattotis,  indudine  The  Marriage  fe 
Family  Legacy  Fund,  The  Fellowalw  of 
Qirisdan  Atnletes,  and  the  Nadcxial  Chnsdan 
Foundatfon. 

According  to  its  statement,  Qiick-fil-A  has 
given  the  groups  $1,714,199.  None  of  the 
organization  the  company  supports  has  an 
'and-gay'  agenda,  although  as  Christian 
groups  mey  do  irohold  anci  support  hetero¬ 
sexual  marriage,  Dcxiald  A.  Peny,  the  compa¬ 
ny's  vice  preudent  of  corporate  public  rela- 
dcxia,  saief  in  his  statement. 

T  want  to  oosure  ycxi  that  the  hiatotical 
intent  of  our  Foundation  and  corporafe  j 
have  been  toward  ccxnpaaskxi.  piim^ 
serving  youth  and  famibea,*  he  said.  It 
pany  gives  miUkxis  of  dollars  every  year 
towaKleducatkxi. 

Qikk-fU-A  also  has  faced  opposition  at  Duke 
Univetaity,  Bowling  Green  UravetsHy,  Fforida 
Gulf  Coast  University,  Gainesville  State 
College,  Indiana  Universi^  South  BencL 
Miaoissippi  State  University,  Texas  Tech 
UniversiW,  the  University  of  North  Texas  and 
New  York  Univeisifr. 

At  Mississippi  ^ate  University  (MSU)  in 
Starkville,  ccxnmentaries  both  pro  snd  ctxi  on 
Ctdck-fil-A's  presence  cxi  campus  have  been 
published  in  the  school  newspaper.  The 
Reflector.  A  petidexi  drive  against  die  restau¬ 
rant  at  MSI)  (XI  a  liberal  national  web  site 
that  promotes  such  activity  resulted  in  about 
1(X)  slgiutures.  , 

The  Baptist  J^ecoid  could  not  verify  that  the 
signatures  were  genuine,  or  whether  the  signers 
were  associated  with  M^.  Many  of  the  signers 
Usted  out-of-state  addresaes. 

New  York  University  freshman  Hillary 
Dwarkooki,  of  Santa  Mcxiica,  Ca.,  started  an 
online  petition  asking  school  qffi^als  to  clos4 
the  existing  Qiick-fil-A  loCadcxi  on  campus. 
The  petidexi  now  includes  almost  11,0(X)  sig¬ 
natures. 


irafe  giving 
MipaUy  by 
1.  Im  com- 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

I  Cdebrate  You 

PHlm  92:1-15 


'HaTOy  BirauUy  to  you! 

Biithday  to  you!  Hiqjpy 
Bimoay  dear  (your  name). 
Happy  Birthday  to  ytm!"  No 
matter  how  old  you  are,  if  a 
group  of  people,  or  even  one 
penon  ai^  mat  song  and  M's 
'  yai)r|l|M|Mliw,  it's  personal  and 
yoa  autoBMncaUy  aonile.  It’s  a 
i  Blrtwation  whim  a  time  is 
obawwd  in  a  spadal  way,  md  in 
neoanilion  of  •  paMn,  several 
Some 

recognltians.  HoWm  are  lea- 
•onstoba  happy  aid  make  you 
want  to  chooar  a  time  to  get 
together  and  rejoice  with  otwr 
people.  The  four  weeks  before 
Owistmae  called  Advent  have 
alw^  bem  some  of  those  cele¬ 
bration  times  in  our  home. 
When  our  chiidien  (Lori,  ]anet 
and  Chuck)  %veie  a  home,  we  all 


looked  forward  to  ttdi 
Sunday  ni^t  as  we 
gadieied  and  read  I  Me 
veisei^  sane  a  Qiriaanas 
carol  and  Ibanked  God  D 
for  Baby  Jesus.  Of  cause 
we  had  snacks  ad  egg  nog! 
Now -the  duldrer,  grandchfl' 
drerv  and  gicat  anndchildren 
celebrate  Advent  in  their  own 
homes,  and  Charirs  and  I  stiB 
celebrate  the  birth  of  Christ  in 
our  home..along  w  lh  those  spe¬ 
cial  snacks. 

Shouldn't  each  church  woi^ 
ship  service  be  a  oriebration  to 
honor  Jesus?  Just  going  through 
the  motions  as  usuu  doesn't 
make  a  edebratfon  happen.  Our 
attitudes  and  smiles  are  a  gocxl 
beginning.  If  each  believer  sow 
the  songs  with  gratitude  for 
what  Jesus  Christ  means  to 
themttcxnildbeoomeacelebra- 
tfon  every  week!  When  our  great 
grandson,  Maddox,  was  a  year 
old  he  Jotoed  his  mother  as  she 


sang  'hlow  great  is  our 
CoS'  He  stretched  his 
neck  taU  and  sang, 
'Ifow  GRAPE  is  our 
GocL'"  He  was  learning 
to  praise  and  celebrate 
Cod  with  singing. 
(PSshn  86:12) 

CeWbfatt  God  in 
^Wordiip 
is  Psalas  92:1-4 

'hlake  a  Joyful  noise 
unto  God,  aD  ye  lands.'  (Pssbn 
66:1  The  psalmist  had  the 
idm  for  ways  to  praise 
God.  The  words  were  spoken 
ditectly  and  complimentaty  to 
God  with  adotaliotL  ^y 
m(wlh..ptaise  Thee  with  joyful 
Bps.'  (Psalm  63J  NIV)  The 
psabniat  used  a  lyre,  which  was  a 
stringed  instrument  that  resem¬ 
bled  a  snwll  ha^.  It  was  easy  to 
carry  it  ividi  him  aa  he  tended 
the  sh^.  POmibly,  he  plucked 
the  alriiw  ■ml  softryssthe 
sheep  settled  down  for  the  nfoht 
It's  possible  to  worship  alone 
when  are  not  near  where 
tm  gamer  with  others  for  a  pub¬ 
lic  service  of  worship.  Ask  your¬ 
self  these  cpmions:  Why  do  I 
attend  a  church  worship  service? 


Do  I  attend  just  becaui^  Tm  a 
church  memwf?  What  are  scene 
ways  I  can  use  my  taknis  to 
praise  and  worship  die  Lord? 
Prase  is  a  word  that  describes 
how  believcTs  relate  to  Gexf.  Wb 
value  Gcefswcellv  and  tell  Him 
_how  much  wefoveand  appreci- 
ate  IBm.  Our  piaiae  and  words 
may  easily  lead  us  to  leinanbei 

a  sceig  or  chorus  and  change  rntt 

whcileday! 

Recognire  the  Eternal 
Retmies  of  Wors^ 
Psalm  92:54 

Psalm  92  is  referred  to  us  aa, 
*A  Sceig  for  die  SaMath*.  But 
the  ooettent  sounds  Hke  a  per¬ 
sonal  prayer  to  the  Lord. 
UnbeUevets  cfon't  understand 
our  joyful  celebration  during  a 
wcashtp  service.  And,  Christians 
who  haven't  maintained  a  doae 
relatkeiship  with  God  may 
merely  be  attending  wceship 
without  realizing  me  joy  of 
praise  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
Though  sinful  people  seem  to 
repreaail  the  majceity,  they  will 
be  destroyed,  (w.  6-9f  My 
prayer  Dem  Lord,  help  me  to 
never  forget  the  wceiderful 
things  you’ve  efone  for  me  and 


cxir  fomily.  I  really  mean  it  when 
I  sing  the  chorus,  *T  wceship 
you,  T  worship  yoa  The  reasceiT 
live..Js  to  worship  you”. 

Enjoy  the  Benefits  of  Worship 
Psalm  92:10-15 
The  ri^iteou^  hudifiil  believ¬ 
ers  enjoy  Cfod's  gocxfaieas.  He 
pnaenls  us  with  blesaings  (Bke 
die  anointing  of  oill  and 
sUaigthens  ceir  testtmeew,  (Hke 
the  force  of  the  wild  cec.  V.  10  NIV) 
All  the  sermons  we've  heard,  the 
Sunchy  School  lesscew  we've 
stuchecl  aid  die  Scriptures  we've 
memorirml  are  the  result  of  ceir 
frodifuiness  in  serving  the  Lord. 
As  we  grow  older  we  will  be  able 
to  serve  Him  oonlinually.  I  grew 

Xin  Oakland  Park.  Florida, 
re  pahn  trees  of  aD  varieties 
grew  plendhilly.  During  hurri¬ 
canes,  rve  seen  them  sway  grace¬ 
fully,  but  they  were  strong  aid 
survived  their  eiiemy...tlie  wind. 
I  want  to  always  he  like  those 
palm  trees:  strong,  as  I  faith- 
nilly  praise  and  celebrate  the 
Lord  roiever. 


Devit  if  a  member  of,  FeOaoriap 
Omrtfi.  Meridian. 


Explore  the  Bible 

An  Unexpected  Messiah: 
Honor  Him 


Luke  4:16-30 


rMUdicU 


We  Hire  in  a  dme  when  it  is 
more  important  than  ever 
before  to  be  confident  in  our 
fadh  and  to  be  able  to  rational¬ 
ly  discuss  our  beliefs.  This  la 
die  informatkei  age.  We  are 
blasted  daily  wim  counter- 


Diasted  da^  with  counter-  rtunmoy  luucc  ne  naa 

points  to  Cratottanity  in  ^  been  attending  this  temple  his 
media,  in  entritainment  and  in  entire  life.  The  foct  that  He  is 


our  culture.  Unfortunately,  this 
challenge  to  Christ's  sove^gn- 
ty  also  exists  inside  our  churqi- 
es  but  is  much  mote  subtle. 
How  do  we  defend  our  church¬ 
es?  How  do -we  protect  ceir 
families?  In  diis  w^'s  lessoa 
it  toms  out,  the  answer  begins 
with  you  m  an  able  defender. 

Herw?  First,  Recognize 
Oitfelaiid  His  NOssion  Oukc 
4:16-21).  In  Luke's  account  this 
■vent  immedialcly  follows  the 


Respond  wlfii 
Acceptance  (Luke  4:22' 
24).  Settle  die  matter 
ceioe  and  for  all  about 
who  and  what  Jesus  is. 
Until  we  do,  Jesus  is 
meant  to  be  a  stum¬ 
bling  block.  (1 
Gfotothians  1:22-23)  U 
we  are  comfortable  and 
etness.  If  this  is  at  peace  in  this  life, 

irst  tiine  )esu8  has  Mikhell  there  is  no  reason  to 
E  to  Hta  home  tern-  work  for  something 

since  beginning  His  min-  better.  He  wiD  drive  us  down 
,  their  confusion  is  under-  deeper  and  deeper  until  we 
liable.  Remembez  Jesus  is  eidin  wholly  submit  <e  wholly 
It  30  when  He  be^  His  reject  He  knows  that  unkm 
atry  (Luke  3-.23X  He  haa  we  submit  now,  we  will  look 
I  attending  this  tample  his  hpek  laser  and  curse  Him  that 
e  Hie.  The  fKt  that  He  is  He  did  not  force  us. 
n  a  soon  to  read  indicates  Ultimatriy,  He  accepts  our 
He  eidoys  status  in  this  choice  but  not  widiout  a  con- 
)le.  "Tbay  know  Him  but  sideraMe  fight.  I  beHeve  that 
have  onfo  heard  rumors  of  the  average  believer  sees  their 
new  side  of  Him.  (Luke  Faith  at  a  burden  and  struggle 
I  This  ta  a  ahoddng  devcl-  rather  than  a  source  of  freedm 
ent  for  everyone,  even  His  and  blessing.  If  that  is  you,  its 
in  Jolm  the  Baptist  ttohn  probably  because  you  are 
■30).  It  is  understandable  stalled  here  and  have  not  yet 


temptation  in  the 
wilaemess.  If  this  is 
the  first  time  Jesus  has  Mil 
come  to  His  home  tem¬ 
ple  sinoe  beginning  His  min- 
utiy,  their  confusion  is  under¬ 
standable.  Remembez  Jesus  is 
about  30  when  He  begins  Hit 
ministry  (Luke  3-.23X  He  has 


given  a  scroll  to  read  indicates 
fliat  He  enjoys  status  in  this 
temple.  Tnn  know  Him  but 
they  have  onfo  heard  rumors  of 
this  new  side  of  Him.  (Luke 
4:23)  This  la  a  ahoddng  devcl- 
opnient  for  everyone,  even  His 
cousin  John  the  Baptist  (John 
I J9-30).  It  is  imderstandaMe 


First,  Rccogaizc  that  diey  are  unsettled  tor  fiiis  moved  on  totan  3. 
His  NOssion  Ouke  new  attitude.  We  are  ail  per-  ReoonlM  Ch^i 
Luke's  account,  this  piexed  at  first  but  we  do  not  tLuke  435-27).  Urea 


to  stay  that  way. 


stop  and  oontider  how 


Ps  Concam 
amazing  to 
vw  much  in 


life  we  blame  on  God  instead  of 
accepting  our  own  contribu¬ 
tion.  Ow  God  is  all  powerful 
so  He  must  really  hate  us  to 
allow  disasters,  wars,  and  ill¬ 
ness?  This  perspective  contra¬ 
dicts  the  ve^  nature  of  Christ. 
In' God's  pim,  dicse  are  oppor¬ 
tunities  tram  Him  to  thow  His 
great  love  and  grace.  They  are 
only  bad  things  if  we  respond 
with  sin  rather  than  obedienoe 
and  trust.  Who  do  you  like  to 
hear  testtmany  from/  Someone 
that  haa  never  had  anything 
but  good  happen  in  their  life  or 
someone  that  has  gone  through 
a  disaster  and  grown  doaer  to 
God  as  a  result/ 

React  PoiMvely  (Luke  4:28- 
30).  This  is  where  we  separate 
die  faithful  from  the  fearful. 
Without  a  sound  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  love  of  Christ  a  posi¬ 
tive  reaction  Just  is  not  possible. 
Churches  and  Sunday  Sdwol 
rliiVrn  are  meant  to  be  safe 
plaora  to  escape  from  the  fear 
and  negativity  of  the  world  yet 
far  too  often,  they  are  worse 
rather  than  better.  Wto?  It 
seems  icM  painful  to  justire  ceir 
setfons  than  to  aduiowredge 


and  face  die  trutK  It  was  easi¬ 
er  to  push  Jesus  over  the  cBff 
than  to  admit  He  was  ri^t  and 
to  change  a  lifetime  ce  habit 
and  ritual.  Again,  these  were 
people  He  grew  up  with.  He 
was  known  and  respected  up 
until  this  point  Isaus  is  proba¬ 
bly  knenvn  and  respected  In 
your  church  but  are  we  also 
adjusting  to  Him?  Until  we 
have,  we  remain  a  burden  cei 
our  churches  rather  than  a 
blessing.  If  all  our  lesouroes  are 
sp^  maintaining  the  member¬ 
ship,  there  is  nothing  laft  to 
make  new  disdpies. 

Thoughts  for  discussion: 
1.  Does  your  daas  offer  relief 
to  someone  that  is  suffering  or 
increase  their  burden  by 
demanding  more  than  it 
offers?  2.  Is  your  church  a 
safe  place  to  escape  the  anger, 
ccxifuct,  and  dangers  of  the 
world?  3.  Where  are  people  to 
go  in  your'  ccxnmunity  to  find 
Cod  when  they  caiuiot  find 
Him  on  their  own? 


Mdthell  ia  paftor  of  Main  Street 
Oamk,  Goodman. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


.  ThaBapMRatwdlaptaaaadtopiMMi 
nt«tt  and  photagnipha  at  apodal  events 
4ial  taka  ptirea  In  cooparatlng  ctHirohas  el 
■w  MlaalatippI  BapM  CanvanSart 

Ntwt  lubmlitad  lor  publcalkn  In  Vm 
BapM  Raoord  muat  ba  o»m  (a)  Miresit- 
tan,  (b)  natfly  prtntat'  on  8  IS  by  tt-kieli 
papar.  or  (e)  naindy  ptintad  on  itaixtantiad 
tormt  provtdad  by  tw  nasrspapar.  M  artt 
otaa  noat  ba  lacalvad  ki  mlting:  no  arilctaa 
'  «■  ba  aocaptad  ovar  tia  WMptiona. 

Ntna  may  ba  aubnWiad  siscirortoaiy 
to  918  addrata  bakes,  and  must  ba  ootv 
takiad  ki  Swmasaaga  aagmant  of  an  a- 
mail  fomtsfltsjp  incretaing  virus  thretae, 
no  text  attacHiroonis  will  bo  accaptad. 
PtiOograph  attachmanta  ara  parmlttlbta' 


Pliaaa  make  arttdaa  oonclaa.  tnckida  lUtsnktail  »a,yEQ«a>kai»e 
lha  who,  whail,  whan,  whara  datahs  of  or  DVD.  Pholoa  mutt  ba  ctaar. 
•la  Mory.  akeig  wMh  a  oontad  pataon's  aaltghlid  Cal  phona  photo 
addroaa  and  talaphona  numbar.  otiar  kes  rasolulon  Itamt  are  ( 

nntogrrolw  may  ba  ootar  or  btaok  and  pubkthabls  Photographs  oi 
whiSL  knstanl  photos  rod  dgM  prtntault  are  reiumsd.  Ptaaas  do  not  Mtach 
red  raproductita.OlgM  photos  may  bsusadt  tapsorataptaa. 


Al  nawa  Hama  are  aubjacl  to  adWng,  and 
al  photographa  are  aubjacl  to  croppino. 
Photofpapha  muat  dtplel  paepto.  No  trod- 
•oapa-,  buidkig-,  or  objactonly  photographs 
w*  bO'-prlntod.  Nawt  krow  andtor  pho- 
tognpha  can  ba  publahad  ono  «ma  only. 
Nawa  toms  andtor  photographs  dapicling 
broalto  and  oaPMoo  tor  taoutar  or  oMUa 
organtratorowtinolbapitotahad.  Daadtos 
lor  aubmtong  nawa  Isxxia  waak  prior  to 
requsotod  puMcadon  dola. 

Arttclaa  that  ara  not  dals-aanalttva  wM 
ba  pubtohad  on  a  spooa  avatobla  baois 

Subml  naws  and  photographs  to  Tha 
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39806-0630  FAX:  (B01)  298-3330  E-mail 
boptobaoord#mhrh.ofg. 


.1  .  Tanno  potet*  lo  a  rtnt, 

servant  hearts  to  lewfaih  &  <«  w«^  -nat 

,  ,  ,  is  Hnr  tivadte.  h  was  Ike  0llt 

aid  hurting  Japan 

MkUe  Ue  fimm  Ckwis  rais 
TOHOKU,  Upon  (BP)  —  Community  Own^ 
WhsnNobuko  umnodostshtr  CSv  smiles  when  her  Me^ 
avcfp  tkm  aaea  Iwmami  wataa  menliona  Scxipliifjk  1^  who 
ruaWne  in  and  desboyine  her  came  with  two  diCheent  diaas- 
villMalaMjapwi'snottiiiM-  ter  leiief  taanaa  and  atayad  on  to 
em  coastline.  She  sacs  can  aaree  as  an  imerpeem  temem- 
Boaiiiw  and  houses  oominK  off  ben  when  Itomo  wasekepticaL 
ioundelions.  She  hean  the  roar  Lee  says  Tanno  is  not  yet  a 
of  the  water  and  deaperate  dies  bdieaer  but  ia  spying  the 
lor  heto.  BMc  •  team  gpue  hec  starting 

Her  normally  stoic  face  coat-  with  Ac  venea  on  hm  vraU  so 
torts  a  btde  with  the  Bood  of  she  can  undent^  what  m^ 
memories  and  the  qufcUy  these  *yeDm  ahWa*  so  difiet- 
ppena  her  eyes.  Rementoeriiw  cm  horn  other  vohnieera. 
tCttotehilclay  one  year  ago  w  '  Southern  Bephet  tee™ 
stffihatcLShetohergaseon  taown  in  this  part  ot  Japan  by 
the  odd-rhaned  hame  on  the  their  yeUow  attire,  raepraided  to 
while  wall  {n  her  lehubbdhed  Ae  world's  first  tripaa  dioai™ 
hoane.  It  famnediateiy  brings  a  —  e  9  JVmagnitude  earthquake, 
smile  and  a  cortlented  aigh  a  tsunami,  and  a  nudear  criais 
•scapes.  — within  days.  They  have  k^ 

The  hwned  obiect  ia  not  a  a  steady  prreanne  ew  ainpe  by 
pmoBfal  poinHi^  Ml «  fodkm  wocking  diroush  the  Tono^ 
of  drywall  wnm  Southern  Care  minietiy  of  the 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  teams  International  Mieaion  Board 
signed  thair  lunncs  and  wrote  (Affi)  of  the  Southern  Boptiat 
Btokwatamaswirdsafcnoour-  Camardiaiw  headquerterea  in 
Mament  For  Ibnna  hoiaevcc  Richmond,  Va. 


hhinonukl,  Japan, 


tsunami.  The  homeowner 


o  emotional  aitd  Then,  the  volunteers  came  and 
s  often  do  listened,*  Ueuxawa  eeys. 

'  lieteiung  to  aur-  He  looks  bruh  at  a  new  green 

Isuzawa  recount  building  and  adds,  “The  raaeon 
eec^  from  this  coenmuidly  building  was 
daying  gmes  to  sat  up  was  ao  people  could 
irglrt  Ihe  night-  ooom  togeAer  and  ahare  fiwir 
auAeriiw  —  encourage  one 

hen  3a8l000.othar  angdwc  _  _ 

a^wa  was  Amed  TArough  the  Jepen  Dftafter 


couldn't  do 


houaing,  we  just 
fiooc.  m  had  ao 


Same  sex  parenting  studies'  content,  conclusions  quesHoneif' 


OOLORAOOSPRINGSkColaJBP)  — 
Over  the  last  few  yaai%  a  few  pubiiahed 
atudlm  have  datmed  that  children 
raiaad  by  same  era  coupias  compere 
fasotaMr  to^  and  aometiines  even  better 
Aarv  chodrenjaiaedbymomsandft^ 

enics  —  but  a  doeer  look  at  the  raaesrA 
ahows  Aese  see  quite  e  few  ptoblaitu 
aasocMed  wHh  Am  Studies  boA  fat  the 
way  A^  were  conducted  aatd  fat  what 
they  leWaL  soys  Glenn  T.  Stanton, 
Focus  on  the  Painily'a  director  of  family 
furmathm  shirt  fas 

According  to  a  study  pubUahad  late 
loot  year  fat  the  ArcMve  of  Sexual 
BehayfangjrlsTaieedlwWehlannMthaas 
are  seven  fimm  more  Ittely  to  oonokfer  a 
same-sex  encounlac  and  twice  oa  likely 
to  identify  os  lesbian  or  bisexual  than 
those  raised  by  heterosexual  parents. 
They  are  also  seven  tknes  more  Uhely  to 


use  the  *aaoming  after*  pdl  after  unpro- 
lacled  aoai  to  atari  an  abortion  by  prs’ 
vetding  a  fartiliacd  egg  from  attaching 
to  the  uterus  and  growing  into  a  fuf 
lOEVi  iMiiby. 

''Hie  draady  know  that  gfais  who 


'They're  not  neceaaarily  more  sexual¬ 
ly  virtuous  than  boys  raised  by  het¬ 
erosexual  parents,  out  they  haven't 
developed  emotionally  ana  psycho- 
logicauy  A  the  soase  ways. 

^fs  not  that  they  don't  want  to  go  fai 
the  water  —  th^re  not  fatcAted  to  go 
anywhere  near  Ac  water.’ 

OveraD,  the  neaerrh  ^Riws-thal  64% 
of  children  rated  in  lesbian  house¬ 
holds  consider  having  hooKisexual 
rdationshipa,  coaqMied  In  17%  raised 
by  heterosexuai  parerus. 

The  data  was  drawn  from  Ac  U.S. 
National  Longitudiinal  Lesbian  Family 
Study,  the  lorueest,  laiseet  study  of 
aame-sex  famiuies  conmicted  ao  far. 
Articles  based  on  it  hove  been  pub¬ 
lished  A  several  academic  journals. 

The  M  lesbian  families,  a'statistical- 
ly  insigAflk»rt  saorole  siac,  were 
iccruitM  exclusively  from  San 


lot  to  do  wiA  bciiw  fsAcrless^*  Stanton 
explained.  ‘TWo  teeblsne  con  be  the 
most  kwAg  morne  A  the  ivorid,  but 
they  can't  gwe  a  girl  the  kind  ef  positive 

anolOOII  anQ  cmCr'^HmXIVO  WIHUMn 

tion  die  needs  Aan  a  dad.* 

While  gitls  rated  by  hsbim  tend  to 
be  nuich  more  sexudy  omerfansntal 
than  Asir  peetsw  boys  teid  to  be  more 
sexually  refiosnt  Stanton  said. 

"Boys  without  male  role  auxlels 
tend  to  be  either  overly  supcr-nwcho, 
trying  to  tee  how  many  tons  they  can 
or  wallflowers,*  Manton  saA. 


Frandsco,  Boston,  and  Wash  Anton, 
D.C  All  were  eecking  pregHsM^A 
were  already  pcegnant)  Hunr^  qgpB- 
dal  uwenAtation,  artd  IpeblA  tebut 
the  study  from  •rmourujerrietiff’at  les- 
bian-orimted  events,  from  rrewspa- 
pera,  artd  A  bcxikatncs.  Thirty-e^ht , 
petoM  belonged  to  gay  activist  otgani-' 
xations. 

'These  women  kruw  they're  partici¬ 
pating  A  something  that's  really 
important  (or  their  movement, 
Stimton  aai^  poirtling  otit  the  study's 
97%  retention  rale  as  extremely  rare  A 
scientific  circles.' 

“Jot  Sixpack  could  discern  the  prob¬ 
lems  wiA  mis  study,  but  good  journal¬ 
ists  tend  to  put  their  critical  Ainking 
skills  to  bed  on  this  Issue  because  they 
don't  want  the  backlash  that  will  come 
down  on  them  if  they  ask  critical  ques¬ 
tions,*  Stanton  observed. 


Volunteers  bring  relief,  hope  for  future 


Southern  Baptists 
continue  taking 
servant  hearts  to 
aid  hurting  Japan 


who  woriced  on  hec  home 
throughout  the  yesc 

'Htenk  you.  IhstA  you  for 
what  you  (fid  for  aay  family.* 


TOHOKU,  Japan 
When  Nobuko  Tkimo 
eyes,  Ae  aoea  tauna 


FOR  AU  TO  SCE  —  Nobuko  Tanno  Aokt  at  Bfirle  venes  written  on  the  wall  of  Her  home  A 


ihe  couldn't  cower  it  up  whh  Mnt,  so  the  framed  it  for  all  to  tee.  She  hat  a  Japanese  Biwe, 

I  to  her  by  a  team,  wlA  all  of  me  verses  from  Ae  wall  marked  and  is  learning  the  significance 
id  each  verse.  (BF  photo)  _ 


A  there'  _  Ihet  they  cere  ebout 
ng*  Aeeeye. 

IMB  cmeritue  mtetonariee 
Gerald  end  Bemde  Bimh  elreec 
thel  the  willfaig^ieee  of  Southern 
Beptiele  to  umielfiehly  give  their 
mmey,  time,  end  prayers  have 
aurviron  and  Mlow  Japaneac 
voAnieers  taking  cxrtice. 

Mtatonaita  aey  Tbhoku  to 
noiAeaet  Japan  has  been  doeed 
to  Ae  Goapel  for  hondsede  of 
years.  Leas  tiian  one  perosnl 
claim  to  be  evangetical 
Christians  A  At  areas  hardest 
hit  by  the  tsunami. 

"Tne  staady  flow  of  Southern 
Bsptiali  ainoe  the  launami  has 
opened  doors,*  Gerald  ssys. 
"Bcfoic,  it  wm  hard  to  talk  to 
atqrone.  Now  when  Aey  open 
the  doors  of  their  wnaU  fen^o-, 
rary  houses  and  see  our  (sices 
and  yellow  vesA  Ae  ooutile- 
nance  on  Aeit  Acee  changes. 
Th^  are  glad  to  see  us.  Tney 
faivte  us  A  for  tea.* 


r 


